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just as the slightest touch of a saint or devotee call&
down grace upon the lucky recipient. That is why
devotees avoid the company of those who do not love
God and eagerly seek a meeting with a sainr, finding in
his talk and very presence the keenest of delight. When
we see one such going along the road, silently repeating
in his heart the Holy Name or ejaculatory prayers, our
heart too is instantly purified and turned towards the
Blessed One. Happy is he who lives in a street of
devotees, whose dwelling is in a holy town like Dehu or
Brindavan, where the Name is day and night chanted
thunderously in many houses, where the lanes are full of
God's lovers silently merged in Him !

27. This Leads to Devotion

1. Now out of the five kinds of wisdom
(the third)l is the wisdom which gives devo"
tion to HarL The learned always yearn for
Liberation, (and so do even) the highest saints^
but that is not worth one sixteenth part3 of
devotion to Sri Krishna. (2:2: 1-2) There
is no Liberation nobler than devotion to Hari,
(which is) dearer to me than my very life.
(4:8: 172)

2. From the company of Sri Krishna^s
devotee arises a steady devotion, spontaneous
and joy-giving,3 leading to the loving service

x See note to GN 25 ; the third branch of Pancharatric know-
ledge is Bhakti, which gives * loving service * to God.

2 In modern India we should say ' one anna in the rupee '.-

3 Skt: naistiki ammit& ca sukhadQ..